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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

Saturday, May 4th, 2024 
Council Cleanup 

See article for details 
 

Monday, May 6, 2024 
Building Corp Meeting - 6:15 p.m. 
Membership Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

** Meeting In-Person at Council** 

 

Thursday, May 9th, 2024 
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting/Election -- 

6:00 p.m. 
** Meeting at Madhouse ** 

 

Shield Deadline: 
Sunday, May 19th, 2024 

editor@kofc7239.org 
(Always 3rd Sunday of Month) 

 

** Find us on Facebook ** 

 
 

 

THE SHIELD 
Official Publication of Fr. James B. Heary, O.P. - Council 7239 Knights of Columbus 

30191 Dequindre, Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Phone: (248) 588-3430 

http://www.kofc7239.org 

 

 

 

 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
By Sam P. Lamerato 

Brother Knights, 

Vivat Jesus! 

On April 8th, the Building Corp held their monthly meeting 

before our K of C meeting.  

The upcoming Corn Hole tournament was discussed, to be 
held April 12th at St. Vincent Ferrer Social Hall. Badges and 

Bags Cornhole will supply the equipment and run the 
tournament. There was a call for volunteers to work in the 

kitchen and run the 50/50 and basket raffle. The Ladies’ 
auxiliary has offered to put together baskets for the raffle at 

this fundraiser. The fundraiser took place on April 12th and 

was a great success. There were 32 registered players, 
including several Knights, and a good time was had by all. 

Thanks to the volunteers in the kitchen, the raffle ticket sellers, 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary who donated the baskets, bottle of wine 

donated by Darren Gray and Glaine Guilmette, Jr. who helped 

with the event coordination. The event had two generous 
sponsor donations and the overall profit was over $300. 

Saturday, May 4th is the Spring Cleanup at the Council house 
at 9am. The more volunteers we have the better. Please bring 

gloves, a rake, and wear some work clothes. We will be 

serving lunch to our workers. 

Sunday, May 19th the 9:00am mass intention is for the living 

and deceased members of the Knights. The Knights will also 
sponsor coffee and donuts after mass. Volunteers are needed. 

Nominations were taken for officers for the next Fraternal 
year. Darren Gray will include the nominees in his report. 

The speaker at the April 8th meeting was Joe Brenner, the 

Archdiocesan Program Director for the Knights of Columbus.  

We are still seeking ads for the Shield, both new and renewed. 

If you have any leads, please pass them on to me. The yearly 
ad will cost $60.00.  

The May meeting for both the K of C and the Building Corp will be 

held Monday, May 6th.  Please join us and try to contact a Knight 

who may need assistance with transportation to and from the 
meeting and offer a ride. We need their support and wisdom! 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

 
Samuel P. Lamerato 

Grand Knight   
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LADIES AUXILIARY 

 
Hi Ladies! 
 
Our Charity Raffle basket at Mackinaw Island is called “Get Your 
Mitt-On”. 
 
We are having the voting for Officers at our Birthday Dinner, May 
9th, at the Madhouse at 6:00pm.  Hope everyone will think about 
running for office. 
 
Our Ladies Chinese Auction/Potluck will be held on June 13th, at 
6:00pm.  Please bring a 5 to 10 Dollar gift for auction.  Pizza with 
be served and invite your husbands. 
 
Happy May Anniversary to: Lisa and Darren Gray (4)! 
 
Please still bring items for St. Vincent De Paul food bank. 
 
Please pray for our Prayer List. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day! 

Cindy Podgorski 
President 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

OFFICER ROSTER 
State Deputy 

Christopher Kolomjec 
District Deputy 

Darren Gray                                    (248) 302-8918 
Chaplain 

Grand Knight 
Samuel Lamerato (248) 885-1847 

Deputy Grand Knight 
David Hopcroft (248) 585-7771 

Financial Secretary 
Craig Massman (586) 506-8077 

Chancellor 
Ron Bertolini (248) 399-9261 

Warden 
Randy Carlisle                                (248) 585-8069 

Advocate 
Glain Guilmette, PGK  (586) 419-4641 

Treasurer 
Ryan Thompson (248)561-7122 

Recorder 
Robert Pasternak (586) 264-5994 

Guards 
Richard Salvatore  (248) 464-5087 
Mario Limon  (248) 561-2269 

Trustees 
Duane McLaughlin, 1 YR (248) 855-3153 
Lynn Figg, 2 YR (248) 808-6226 
Joe Miller, 3 YR                              (248) 439-0441 

Program Director 
Darren Gray                                    (248) 302-8918 

Membership Chairman 
Ron Bertolini (248) 399-9261 

Church Activities Director 
Joseph Miller  (248) 439-0441  

Boysville Chairman 
J. Turchin, PGK, FDD (248) 547-0854 

Vocation P.R. Director 

Youth Director 
Darren Gray, PGK (248) 302-8918 

Mentally Impaired Drive Chairmen 
Randy Carlisle 
Ernie Scheid (248) 544-2739 

Right-to-Life Chairman 
Jim Morrison, PGK, FDD (248) 585-2324 

THE SHIELD Editor 
Darren Gray editor@kofc7239.org 

Auxiliary President 
Cindy Podgorski (810) 395-8926 

General Insurance Agent 
Benji Borrelli, FIC (877) 857-6237 

 
BUILDING CORPORATION 

President 
R. Carlisle    C: (248) 703-4136   (248) 585-8069 

Vice President 
Ronnie Thompson (248) 561-3360 

Treasurer 
Tim Oparka (248) 585-7296 

Recorder 
Robert Pasternak (586) 264-5994 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Pasternak and Craig Massman working the concessions 

Cornhole Tournament with Dave Hopcroft manning the ticket sales 
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Building Corp News 
 

Brothers, we need your help for the Spring Clean Up, at the council, on Saturday, 
May 4th.  We’ll start at 9am and go until we’re done, or we’re tired.  We’ll have lunch 
available also. 
 
Here is a list of some things that we would like to get done: 

1. Clean gutters on house and garage. 
2. Take Storm windows down to paint. 
3. Clean and wax basement and upstairs kitchen floors. 
4. Fill holes in driveway and parking areas. 
5. Clean the garage inside. 
6. Wash windows. 
7. Fix the porch from leaking. 
8. Trim bushes and trees 
9. Fix upstairs windows  

 
We’ll work on what we can.  The more help, the better chance we have at getting 
most of this done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST 

 
Deloris Bail, Marie Bessler, Ann 
Brunk, Larry Bunting, Randy 
Carlisle, Stephen Claya (John 
Claya’s Grandson), Diane 
Emerick, Doug Evans, 
Alexander Hopcroft, Shirley 
Hopcroft (Dave’s Mother), 
Heather Lang, Edda Marchesi, 
Silvio Marchesi, Sharon McCoy 
(Ken Witkowski’s Sister), Mary 
Jo Miles, Ron Ploskonka, Yvette 

Ploskonka, Stefanie Olszewski, 
Ernie Schied,  Marie Szlag, Tony 
Szeliga, Matt Ventimiglia, Regis 
Welsh, Jean Witkowski, Ken 
Witkowski. 
 
 
NOTE: I have cleared out the Prayer 
List for the new year, except for those 
who have been added at the last meeting.  
If you wish to have someone added to 
this list, please send an email to: 
editor@kofc7239.org 
 

And please pray for all of the 
men and women of our Armed 
Services. Also please pray for the 
recently deceased. 

 
NOTE: Just a reminder. Please 

make sure to write names clearly so 
that I can add them correctly to 
the sick and deceased list. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                          
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prize Table from Cornhole Tournament 
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ELECTION NOMINATIONS 

 
Brother Knights, as mentioned, we need your help to add some life into the council. The 

last several years have been hard on the council. COVID has thrown a wrench into the 

works of many organizations, the Knights included. Our council has also lost several 

active members over the last couple of years, may their souls rest in peace. 

 

That being said, we held nominations for officers at the last meeting and will continue to 

hold nominations in May, with voting of new officers at the June Meeting. Below is a list 

of current nominees. 

 

Please note, not all of the nominees were present at the meeting and were not able to accept 

or decline the nomination. If you read this and see your name on here with an asterisk (*) 

by it, please contact the Grand Knight (Sam Lamerato - (248) 885-1847) to accept or 

decline the nomination. If you wish to be nominated, please also contact the Grand Knight. 

 

GRAND KNIGHT   DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Samuel P. Lamerato  David Hopcroft 

 

TREASURER    CHANCELLOR 

Ryan Thompson    Ron Bertolini 

 

WARDEN    RECORDER 

Randy Carlisle    Bob Pasternak 

 

GUARDS    ADVOCATE 

Mario Limon    Glain Guilmette 

Ken Witkowski 

 

TRUSTEE (3 Year) 

Ronnie Thompson 

 

 

 
Joe Miller showing off his Cornhole skills 

 

 
 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
05/02 James Linn  
05/09 Ross Doehrmann 
05/10 David Hopcroft 
05/11 Rev. Ralph Cahover 
05/14 Matt Ventimiglia 
05/16 John Raona 
05/16 Matthew Skoglund 
 
 

LADIES AUXILIARY 
May BIRTHDAYS 
 
None for May 

 

 

 

If we missed your birthday 
or the date is wrong, please email 
me at editor@kofc7239.org . 
Thanks. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

2 
Happy Birthday 

James Linn 

 

3  

 

 

4 
Council Clean Up! 

9am – at the Council 

 

5 
 

  

6 
6:15pm Building Corp 

7pm Member Mtg 

 

7 

 

8 

 

 9 
7pm Ladies Aux Mtg 

At Council 

 
Happy Birthday  
Ross Doehrmann 

 

10 
Happy Birthday  
David Hopcroft 

 

11 
Trash Haul Away! 

9am – at the Council 
Happy Birthday  
Rev. Ralph Cahover 

 

12 

HAPPY 

MOTHER’S 

DAY! 

13 14 
Happy Birthday 

Matt Ventimiglia 

 

15 16 
Happy Birthday  
John Raona 
Matthew Skoglund 

 

17 
 

 

18 

 

19 
SHIELD DEADLINE 

 

 20 

 

 21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

26 27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

 

 

May 2024 



 

 
 

 

 

ART HOPCROFT, FOUNDER 

HAZEL PARK MADISON HEIGHTS 
23919 JOHN R.  31145 JOHN R. 
(248) 543-6687 (248) 585-7770 

 

DAVID HOPCROFT, Owner 
 

DANIEL FINLEY, Director 

 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
Family Owned and Operated 

 

 

FUNERAL HOME 
30351 Dequindre 

Madison Heights, MI 48071 
 

Edward C. Swanson  
 

                   Dennis C. Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 
Career Opportunity: 

 

The Knights of Columbus is seeking 

a Field Agent for a career opportunity 

representing their insurance program.  

They offer a complete benefits package 

with this full-time position.  In order to 

qualify, one must be eligible for 

membership in the Knights of 

Columbus.  For more information, 

please contact, Benji Borrelli, General 

Agent, at 877-857-6237, or 

Benji.borrelli@kofc.org   

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


